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his political and party efforts are to have the controlling
management in the State and Nation, to dispense favors,
and latterly to secure for himself pecuniary rewards and
favors. At present both he and his friend Seward are with-
out influence, but Weed is struggling to again get position.
This, he flatters himself, can be done by electing Seward
to the United States Senate. But the day of his power has
departed forever. His intrigues cannot effect a restoration.
He can elect Seward to nothing. The time has gone by,
though he is unwilling to confess it even to himself.

October 5, Friday. All were present at Cabinet-meeting
except Seward, who has a relapse. Stanton and Randall
afflicted with severe colds. No measures of special im-
portance. A board appointed by Stanton made, some
days since, a report on the New Orleans matter. With
a different Secretary of War there would doubtless have
been a different board and a different report.

These matters are paralyzing the efforts and labor of
the friends of the Administration, and working injustice
to the President and his supporters. Want of unity and
concentrated strength and effect in the Cabinet is to be
deplored. I asked the President, a few days since, if he was
not aware of the embarrassment and weakness caused by
this state of things, and whether we were not to have some-
thing different. His answer was evasive, but to the effect,
I thought, that things must continue for a time as at pre-
sent. Whether he deems it inexpedient to make any change
until after election, or that there should be any change
even then, I do not know. He is very reticent on these mat-
ters, and I am not inclined to press them.

But the Radicals are greatly encouraged and animated
by the absence of any concerted action in the Cabinet.
They understand the situation of affairs inside, and are
themselves now known and active outside. Hence they
have inspired their own party with confidence that they
shall sweep Pennsylvania and other States by immense